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Physical Description: Scimitar-horned oryx are mostly white with
reddish brown necks and marks on the face and a long, dark, tufted
.tail. The white coat helps reflect the heat of the desert
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unicorn

The oryx is an antelope with two long, thin horns projecting from its forehead. Some have

suggested that seen from the side and from a distance, the oryx looks something like a horse
with a single horn (although the 'horn' projects backward, not forward as in the classic
unicorn). Conceivably, travellers in Arabia could have derived the tale of the unicorn from
these animals. However, classical authors seem to distinguish clearly between oryxes and
unicorns. The Peregrinatio in terram sanctam, published in 1486, was the first printed

illustrated travel-book, describing a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and thence to Egypt by way of

Mount Sinai. It featured many large woodcuts by Erhard Reuwich, who went on the trip,

mostly detailed and accurate views of cities. The book also contained pictures of animals
seen on the journey, including a crocodile, camel, and unicorn - presumably an oryx, which

they could easily have seen on their route.
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The Bible uses the Hebrew word re’em for the Arabian Oryx, although this word may

also refer to the Aurochs. The legend of the Unicorn probably originated in part from the

Arabian Oryx, which when seen in profile frequently appears to have only a single horn. In

the King James Version of the Bible the word “re’em” is translated as “unicorn”.2%
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buffalo, bison, antelopes, gazelles, and both wild and ¢ Js
.domesticated cattle, sheep, goats, and water buffalo
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Julius Caesar wrote about them in Gallic War Chapter 6.28, "...those
animals which are called uri. These are a little below the elephant in size,



and of the appearance, color, and shape of a bull. Their strength and
speed are extraordinary; they spare neither man nor wild beast which they
have espied. These the Germans take with much pains in pits and kill
them. The young men harden themselves with this exercise, and practice
themselves in this sort of hunting, and those who have slain the greatest
number of them, having produced the horns in public, to serve as
evidence, receive great praise. But not even when taken very young can
they be rendered familiar to men and tamed. The size, shape, and
appearance of their horns differ much from the horns of our oxen. These
they anxiously seek after, and bind at the tips with silver, and use as cups
at their most sumptuous entertainments
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KIVA) And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the )
<Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years

RV) And he laid hold on the dragon, the old serpent, which is the )
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years
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Noun
a%n

1. A marine or land monster, that is, sea serpent or jackal: - dragon, sea-monster,
serpent, whale.
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), from Proto-Indo-
European *serp-

From Latin Latin serpens (“‘snake’”), from the verb serpo (“‘to creep

[edit] Noun

Singular Plural



serpent serpents
serpent (plural serpents)

1. A snake.
2. (music) A musical instrument in the brass family, whose shape is
suggestive of a snake (Wikipedia article).
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tan

From an unused root probably meaning to elongate; a monster (as preternaturally formed),
that is,

a sea serpent (or other huge marine animal); also a jackal (or other hideous land animal): -
dragon, whale.
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From H1711; a fish (as prolific); or perhaps rather from H1672 (as timid); but still

better from H1672 (in the sense of squirming, that is, moving by the vibratory action
of the tail); a fish (often used collectively): - fish.
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